
CLIMATE MENU www.climatemenu.eu

climatemenu@ape.fvg.it

RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT OF COASTAL WETLANDS

OBJECTIVE
To adapt to climate change effects and restore ecosystems.

DESCRIPTION
Coastal wetlands (or tidal marshes) are saltwater and brackish water wetlands located in coastal areas.
They provide natural defence against coastal flooding and storm surges dissipating wave energy and
coastal erosion and could help in stabilisation off shore sediments. In some locations (such as the Dutch
Scheldt Estuary), coastal wetlands are used to absorb storm surge waters, attenuating flooding. Coastal
wetlands are also  important natural habitats with nursery function for fish and shellfish and for birdlife and
could contribute to water purification.

EXPECTED RESULTS
Increased ecosystem value and diversity.

RESULT INDICATORS
m² wetland reclaimed.

INVOLVED ACTORS
Landowners.

EXPECTED TIMELINE FOR ACTION

Medium term (5-10 years)

BEST PRACTICES

Belgium
France
Belgium-Netherlands
UK
UK

CRITICALITIES
The main difficulty in implementing the action is related to the change of land use, with loss of land used
(i.e. for agriculture).

SCOPE OF THE ACTION

Adaptation

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/an-integrated-plan-incorporating-flood-protection-the-sigma-plan-scheldt-estuary-belgium
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/adaptive-restoration-of-the-former-saltworks-in-camargue-southern-france
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/a-transboundary-depoldered-area-for-flood-protection-and-nature-hedwige-and-prosper-polders
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/saltmarsh-recreation-by-managed-realignment-hesketh-out-marsh-uk
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/coastal-protection-by-managed-realignment-titchwell-marsh
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TYPE OF PROPOSED ACTIONS

Green

SECTOR OF ACTION

Biodiversity / Conservation of ecosystems
Coastal management

CLIMATE IMPACTS

Coastal erosion
Drought
Floods

IMPLEMENTATION SCALE

Association of municipalities
Municipality
Province

SOURCE
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/adaptation-options/restoration-and-management-of-coastal-
wetlands

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/adaptation-options/restoration-and-management-of-coastal-wetlands
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/adaptation-options/restoration-and-management-of-coastal-wetlands

