INTEGRATED APPROACH IN THE MANAGEMENT OF COASTAL AREAS

Sustainable management of the coastal space and related land and marine resources.

Climate change challenges in coastal areas need to be addressed through integrated and ecosystem-based
approaches, taking in consideration also other pressures, such as the littorization process, i.e. the
concentration of human population, activities and settlements along coastal areas. Integrated Coastal
Management (ICM) is an acknowledged process to deal with current and long-term coastal challenges,
including climate change. ICM promotes a strategic (long-term viewing), integrated and adaptive approach
to coastal zone planning and management in order to contribute to the sustainable development of coastal
areas. It aims to provide a better context to benefit from synergies and to level out inconsistencies across
different policies and sectors.

Contribute to the sustainable development of coastal areas.
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Local community, stakeholders and government at different levels.
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A list of potential challenges include:

* lack of funding throughout the whole duration of the ICM process, e.g. from the strategy and plan
elaboration to the implementation of their provisions;
o stakeholder disengagement along the process;
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https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/flexible-and-adaptive-coastal-planning-and-protection-approach-in-aurich-lower-saxony
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/implementation-of-the-integrated-master-plan-for-coastal-safety-in-flanders
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/integrating-climate-change-adaptation-into-coastal-planning-in-sibenik-knin-county-croatia

e lack of a strong legal framework, although for some cases this can represent a strength allowing more
flexibility in the implementation of ICM-related initiatives;
e difficulty in concretely linking and integrating ICM and Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP).
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https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/adaptation-options/adaptation-of-integrated-coastal-manage
ment-plans
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