
CLIMATE MENU www.climatemenu.eu

climatemenu@ape.fvg.it

MOVING PROTECTED AREAS

OBJECTIVE
Maintain the ecological functions of a protected area.

DESCRIPTION
If a reserve is created to protect a specific habitat and that habitat moves in response to changing
conditions, it may be necessary to extend the protected area boundaries in one direction and to degazette
areas that no longer contain the target habitat (for example, to move a coastal protected area inshore as
sea level rises or to move a mountain protected area further uphill). Communities living in the path of a
moving protected area will likely resist such a move unless they are compensated and given new land
(possibly in the degazetted area). Ecologists are also considering options for allowing the temporary set-
aside of land areas for a period of a few years or decades to allow natural migration to a more suitable
habitat.

EXPECTED RESULTS
Ecosystem preserved in the protected area.

RESULT INDICATORS
Number of species kept protected
Area of new land protected [m²]

INVOLVED ACTORS
Governments, ecologists.

EXPECTED TIMELINE FOR ACTION

Medium term (5-10 years)

BEST PRACTICES

Iberian Peninsula and Balearic Islands
Segovia – Spain
Allagäu Region - Germany and Austria
Eferdinger Becken – Austria

CRITICALITIES
Practical challenges are daunting in most places.

https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1365-2664.12230
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/adaptation-restoration-and-creation-of-habitats-for-amphibians-threatened-by-climate-change-in-the-montes-de-valsain-mountain-range-segovia
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/moor-protection-in-the-allgau-region-germany-through-a-stakeholder-based-approach
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/case-studies/relocation-as-adaptation-to-flooding-in-the-eferdinger-becken-austria
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SCOPE OF THE ACTION

Adaptation

TYPE OF PROPOSED ACTIONS

Green
Soft

SECTOR OF ACTION

Biodiversity / Conservation of ecosystems

CLIMATE IMPACTS

Change or loss of biodiversity

IMPLEMENTATION SCALE

Province
Region / Country

SOURCE
http://www.fao.org/3/i2498e/i2498e04.pdf

http://www.fao.org/3/i2498e/i2498e04.pdf

